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In the table above, two numbers such as ‘“142,”
indicate that one-tenth of the sky was -covered by the
form indicated, and that there is every reason to helieve
that there were two-tenths more of the same cloud form
behind a lower sheet, which at the time of the oh-
servation actually covers those two-tenths of the sky.
“00" indicates that the coveringisless than ahout 7 per cent.

It will be noted in certain instances that the total sky
cover exceeds the sum of the individual cloud covers indi-
cated. Inthese cases,there may betwoorthree formscov-
ering only 5 per cent orless of the sky each, which altogether
would make a tenth. It would be inaccurate to designate
any one of these forms as covering a tenth of the sky, in
order to make the total conformto the total cover.

THE REFLECTING POWER OF CLOUDS.
By L. B. AubRICH.
(Smithsonian Mise. Col,, vol. 69, No. 10, Washington, 1919.)

Measurements of sky brightness were made by the
author in cooperation with officers and men of the balloon
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school of the Army at Arcadia, Cal., on September 17,
1918. They may be considered a continuation with
improved facilities of the measurements already dis-
cussed in the Annals of the Astrophysical Observatory,
Volume II. The author's summary follows:

SUMMARY.

A pyranometer suspended helow the hasket of an
Army observation halloon was used to measure the
reflecting power of a level cloud surface practically
filling a hemisphere of solid angle. Over 100 determina-
tions were made. The solar air masses ranged from 2.8
to 1.2, and the sky above was cloudless and very clear.
A mean value of 78 per cent is obtained. No change of
total reflection depending on solar zenith distance is
apparent within a range of zenith distance from 33° to
69°. A value of 43 per cent for the albedo of the earth
is obtained by revision of the earlier value of Ahbot
and Fowle (Annals, Vol. IT, p. 162) which depended on
a lower value of cloud reflection based on observations
over but a small part of a hemisphere.—n. H. K.

AY I MPROVEMENT IN THE POLE STAR RECORDER.

By B. C. KApEL.

[Dated: Weather Bureau, Washington, Apr. 3, 1919.]

An instrument known as the pole star recorder has
heen recently completed in the Instrument Division of
the Weather Bureau for use at the Weather Bureau
observatory at the University of Chicago (see fig. 1).
The pole star is not at the true north pole of the celestial
sphere, but is about 1} degrees from if, and therefore ap-
pears to move each day about the true pole in a circular
path whose diameter is about 21 degrees. If a camera is
pointed toward Polaris, and the shutter is opened after
dark and closed before daylight next morning, we shall
find on the sensitized plate or film a curved Jine made
by the light from the pole star, provided the sky about
the star was clear. When clouds are present all night
the plate will be blank, and when the night is one of vary-
ing cloudiness, a broken curved line will result (see
figs. 6, 7, and 8).

It is evident, therefore, that a camera offers a fairly
reliable means of recording cloudiness at night without
any complicated mechanical parts, although the portion
of the sky about Polaris may not always represent the
condition of the sky as a whole. Prof. E. C. Pickering, of
Harvard University, is said to have been the first to
employ the device, and Mr. S. P. Fergusson ! published
in 1905 a description of an improved form.

Several years ago Prof. C. F. Marvin designed a clock
attachment for opening and closing the shutter of the
camera at a predetermined time, and provided a circular
metallic disk or dial with time graduations cut through it,
so that by intergosing the disk between the sensitized
plate and daylight for a fraction of a second, the time
scale might be J)rinted photographically. Orientation
of the graduated disk was accomplished each day by
reference to the almanac, and it was found that the men
assigned to the work were quite liable to error and
confusion in setting the disk.

The intprovement to be described is directed to render-

1 Fergusson, S. P.: “The Automatic Polar Star Light Recorder'’; Quart. Jour. Roy.
gie%iorological Soc., 31, 1905, p. 309-313, and Amer. Meteorological Jour., June, 1894, p.
2-64. -

ing the orientation of the disk a simple operation, and
particularly to making the observer independent of the
almanac. The disk (figs. 2 and 3), with the time scale
engraved upon it as intended to be reproduced upon the
sensitized film, is built into a rotating circular brass
frame upon whose periphery is formed a cogwheel with
365 teeth, one tooth for each day in the vear. A worm
wheel that meshes with the 365-toothed wheel is turned
by means of a small thumb screw attached to a shaft that
projects within reach of the observer (see fig. 2). The
entire device is built into a frame modeled after a
standard photographic plate holder,

When the disk has been once properly oriented, it is
required merely to turn the thumb screw one complete
revolution each day to advance the time scale 1/365th
of a revolution, and thus bring it into proper relation to
the star trail. The record actually made by Polaris in
sidereal time may then be read off directly in mean solar
time of a standard meridian.

In order that the observer may be able to make the
initial setting without reference to the almanac, there
has heen engraved on the rotating dial opposite selected
hours the date on which Polaris culminates at that
particular hour (see fig. 3.) When the particular hour
mark mentioned coincides with an arrow engraved on the
nonrotating part of the device at the position correspond-
ing to upper culmination, the dial is approximately
correct for the date indicated, probably within the limits
of accuracy of the instrument. Final adjustment to the
actual date desired is accomplished by turning the thumb
screw the required number of revolutions.

A removable circular section of clear glass has Leen set,
into the central portion of the space within the time dial,
to provide a means of identification of the record. The
glass is first smoked, after which the date is stamped on
with an uninked rubber stamp, which removes the soot,
so that the light may shine through.

The entire time-scale device is inserted between the
sensitized film or plate and the lens of the camera inthe



